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What is the primary focus of PLS 101?

The primary focus of PLS 101 is to introduce students to the fundamental concepts of political science.

What are the key components of a political system?

The key components of a political system include institutions, processes, and policies.

Define the term 'political culture'.

Political culture refers to the set of attitudes, beliefs, and sentiments that shape the behavior of
individuals and groups in a political context.

What role do political parties play in a democracy?

Political parties play a crucial role in organizing elections, representing diverse interests, and
facilitating governance.
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Explain the concept of 'checks and balances'.

Checks and balances is a system that ensures that no one branch of government becomes too
powerful by providing each branch with the means to limit the powers of the others.

What is the significance of the Constitution in the United States?

The Constitution is significant as it establishes the framework for the federal government, outlines the
rights of citizens, and serves as the supreme law of the land.

Describe the difference between a unitary and a federal system of government.

A unitary system centralizes power in a single national government, while a federal system divides
power between national and regional governments.

What is the purpose of interest groups in politics?

Interest groups aim to influence public policy and decision-making by representing specific interests
and advocating for particular issues.

How do elections contribute to democracy?

Elections contribute to democracy by allowing citizens to choose their representatives and hold them
accountable for their actions.
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What is the role of the judiciary in a political system?

The judiciary interprets laws, resolves disputes, and protects individual rights, ensuring justice and
upholding the rule of law.
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