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Disclaimer: The causes of the american civil war worksheet was generated with the help of StudyBlaze Al. Please be
aware that Al can make mistakes. Please consult your teacher if you're unsure about your solution or think there might
have been a mistake. Or reach out directly to the StudyBlaze team at max@studyblaze.io.

Part 1: Building a Foundation

What was the primary economic difference between the Northern and Southern states before the
Civil War?

Hint: Consider the main industries and agricultural practices of each region.

(O The North was primarily agricultural, and the South was industrial.
(O The North was industrial, and the South was agricultural.

(O Both were primarily industrial.

(O Both were primarily agricultural.

Which of the following were key legislative acts related to slavery before the Civil War?

Hint: Think about compromises and acts that addressed the issue of slavery.

() Missouri Compromise
() Compromise of 1850
() Kansas-Nebraska Act
() Homestead Act

Explain the concept of states' rights and how it contributed to the tensions leading up to the Civil
War.

Hint: Consider the balance of power between state and federal governments.
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Name two influential figures during the Civil War era and briefly describe their roles.
Hint: Think about leaders from both the North and South.

1. Name an influential figure from the North.

2. Name an influential figure from the South.

Part 2: Understanding and Interpretation

Why was the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 significant to the Southern states?

Hint: Consider Lincoln's views on slavery and how they were perceived in the South.

(O He promised to expand slavery.

(O He was a strong supporter of states' rights.

(O He was seen as a threat to the institution of slavery.
O He planned to abolish all tariffs.

How did the abolitionist movement contribute to the start of the Civil War?

Hint: Think about the relationship between abolitionists and Southern states.

() It increased tensions between the North and South.
(] It led to the immediate end of slavery.

(1) It caused Southern states to secede.

(] It influenced Northern policies against slavery.

Describe how economic differences between the North and South influenced their respective
stances on tariffs and trade policies.

Hint: Consider the economic interests of each region.
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Part 3: Application and Analysis

If a new territory was being added to the United States during the Civil War era, what would be a
likely concern for both Northern and Southern states?

Hint: Think about the implications of slavery in new territories.

O The territory's climate

(O The territory's population size

(O Whether the territory would be free or slave-holding
O The territory's natural resources

Imagine you are a Southern politician in 1860. Which arguments might you use to justify secession?

Hint: Consider the political and economic motivations behind secession.

(1) Preservation of states' rights
(1) Economic independence

(] Expansion of industrialization
(] Defense of slavery

How might the concept of sectionalism be applied to understand current regional differences in the
United States? Provide an example.

Hint: Think about how historical regional identities persist today.
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Part 4: Evaluation and Creation

Which event best illustrates the breakdown of national unity leading up to the Civil War?

Hint: Consider significant legal or political events that divided the nation.

(O The signing of the Declaration of Independence
(O The Dred Scott decision

(O The Louisiana Purchase

O The War of 1812

Analyze the impact of the Compromise of 1850. Which of the following were its effects?

Hint: Think about how this compromise attempted to address sectional tensions.

(1) It temporarily eased tensions between North and South.
(] It led to the abolition of slavery.

(1) It included the Fugitive Slave Act.

(] It resolved all sectional conflicts permanently.

Analyze the role of cultural differences in exacerbating tensions between the North and South.
Provide specific examples.

Hint: Consider how cultural values and lifestyles differed between the regions.

Which of the following was the most significant cause of the Civil War?

Hint: Consider the primary issues that led to the conflict.

(O Economic differences
O Slavery

O States' rights

O Sectionalism
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Evaluate the effectiveness of political compromises in delaying the Civil War. Which of the following
statements are true?

Hint: Think about the outcomes of various compromises.

(] They provided temporary solutions but failed to address underlying issues.
(] They completely resolved sectional tensions.

(U] They often led to further conflicts.

(1) They were universally accepted by all states.

Propose a hypothetical solution that could have been implemented to prevent the Civil War. Justify
your proposal with historical context and reasoning.

Hint: Consider alternative approaches to the issues of the time.
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