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What was the primary motivation for European exploration in the 15th and 16th centuries?

The primary motivation for European exploration was the search for new trade routes and the desire
for wealth, particularly in spices and precious metals.

What was the significance of the Columbian Exchange?

The Columbian Exchange significantly altered the ecosystems, agriculture, and cultures of both the
New and Old Worlds, introducing new crops, animals, and diseases.

What was the impact of the Spanish conquest on the indigenous populations of the Americas?

The Spanish conquest led to a dramatic decline in indigenous populations due to violence,
enslavement, and diseases such as smallpox.

What was the purpose of the encomienda system?

The encomienda system was established to regulate Native American labor and behavior during the
colonization of the Americas, granting Spanish settlers the right to extract labor from indigenous
people.
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How did the Protestant Reformation influence European colonization?

The Protestant Reformation led to religious conflicts in Europe, prompting some groups to seek refuge
in the New World and establish colonies based on their religious beliefs.

What role did mercantilism play in the establishment of colonies?

Mercantilism encouraged European powers to establish colonies to provide raw materials and markets
for their manufactured goods, aiming to increase national wealth.

What was the significance of the Mayflower Compact?

The Mayflower Compact was significant as it established a form of self-government and majority rule
for the Pilgrims in Plymouth, laying a foundation for future democratic governance.

What were the main differences between the Spanish and English approaches to colonization?

The Spanish focused on conquest and conversion of natives, while the English often sought to
establish permanent settlements and trade relationships.

What was the impact of the Atlantic Slave Trade on African societies?

The Atlantic Slave Trade had devastating effects on African societies, including population loss, social
disruption, and the destabilization of communities.
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What was the significance of the Treaty of Tordesillas?

The Treaty of Tordesillas was significant as it divided the newly discovered lands outside Europe
between Spain and Portugal, influencing colonial claims and exploration.
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