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What is the significance of the year 1492 in American history?

1492 marks the year Christopher Columbus arrived in the Americas, which initiated widespread
European exploration and colonization.

What were the main motivations for European exploration in the 15th and 16th centuries?

The main motivations included the search for new trade routes, the desire for wealth, the spread of
Christianity, and national competition.

What was the Columbian Exchange?

The Columbian Exchange refers to the widespread transfer of plants, animals, culture, human
populations, technology, and ideas between the Americas and the Old World following Columbus's
voyages.

What impact did European colonization have on Native American populations?

European colonization led to significant population decline among Native Americans due to disease,
warfare, and displacement.
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What was the purpose of the Spanish missions in the Americas?

The purpose of the Spanish missions was to convert Native Americans to Christianity and to establish
Spanish presence and control over the territories.

How did the introduction of European livestock affect Native American societies?

The introduction of European livestock, such as horses and cattle, transformed Native American
societies by changing their modes of transportation, hunting, and agriculture.

What role did the fur trade play in the relationships between Native Americans and European settlers?

The fur trade created economic ties between Native Americans and European settlers, but it also led
to conflicts over resources and land.

What was the significance of the Treaty of Tordesillas?

The Treaty of Tordesillas, signed in 1494, divided the newly discovered lands outside Europe between
Spain and Portugal, impacting colonial claims in the Americas.

What were the consequences of the Atlantic Slave Trade?

The Atlantic Slave Trade resulted in the forced migration of millions of Africans to the Americas,
leading to profound social, economic, and cultural changes.
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How did the Enlightenment influence the American Revolution?

The Enlightenment introduced ideas of liberty, equality, and democracy, which inspired revolutionary
leaders and justified the quest for independence from British rule.
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