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What is the significance of the Columbian Exchange?

The Columbian Exchange refers to the widespread transfer of plants, animals, culture, human
populations, technology, and ideas between the Americas and the Old World in the 15th and 16th
centuries, significantly impacting the global economy and ecosystems.

What were the main motivations for European exploration in the 15th century?

The main motivations for European exploration included the search for new trade routes, the desire for
wealth, the spread of Christianity, and the pursuit of knowledge.

How did the Spanish conquest affect the indigenous populations of the Americas?

The Spanish conquest led to significant declines in indigenous populations due to violence,
enslavement, and diseases brought by Europeans, which devastated native communities.

What role did the Atlantic slave trade play in the development of the Americas?

The Atlantic slave trade provided a labor force for plantations and mines in the Americas, contributing
to economic growth and the establishment of a racially based social hierarchy.
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What was the impact of the Protestant Reformation on European society?

The Protestant Reformation led to religious fragmentation, the rise of Protestant denominations,
increased literacy, and changes in political power dynamics, as well as conflicts such as the Thirty
Years' War.

How did the Enlightenment influence political thought in the 18th century?

The Enlightenment emphasized reason, individualism, and skepticism of authority, influencing political
thought by promoting ideas of democracy, human rights, and the social contract.

What were the causes and effects of the American Revolution?

Causes included taxation without representation, British military actions, and Enlightenment ideas.
Effects included independence from Britain, the establishment of a democratic government, and
inspiration for other revolutions.

What were the main features of the Industrial Revolution?

The Industrial Revolution was characterized by the transition to mechanized production, urbanization,
technological innovation, and changes in labor systems, leading to significant social and economic
transformations.

How did imperialism shape global relations in the 19th century?

Imperialist expansion by European powers led to competition for colonies, exploitation of resources,
cultural exchanges, and conflicts, significantly shaping global political and economic relations.
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What were the consequences of World War I?

Consequences of World War I included the loss of millions of lives, economic turmoil, the collapse of
empires, the Treaty of Versailles, and the rise of totalitarian regimes.
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