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Who was the primary author of the Declaration of Independence?

A. John Adams
B. Thomas Jefferson ✓
C. Benjamin Franklin
D. George Washington

Which of the following were key grievances listed against King George III in the Declaration of
Independence?

A. Imposition of taxes without consent ✓
B. Establishment of a national bank
C. Maintenance of standing armies in peacetime without consent ✓
D. Cutting off trade with other parts of the world ✓

Explain the concept of "natural rights" as presented in the Declaration of Independence. Why are
these rights considered fundamental to the document's philosophy?

Natural rights refer to the inherent rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. These rights
are fundamental because they are considered inalienable and form the basis for the argument that
governments must protect these rights.

On what date was the Declaration of Independence adopted?

A. July 2, 1776
B. July 4, 1776 ✓
C. August 2, 1776
D. September 17, 1787

Which philosophical ideas are embedded in the Declaration of Independence?
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A. Divine Right of Kings
B. Social Contract Theory ✓
C. Natural Rights ✓
D. Utilitarianism

Which actions did the Declaration of Independence assert the newly independent states could
undertake?

A. Levy war ✓
B. Establish a monarchy
C. Conclude peace ✓
D. Contract alliances ✓

Which document served as a precursor to the Declaration of Independence, influencing its ideas and
language?

A. Magna Carta
B. Articles of Confederation
C. Mayflower Compact
D. English Bill of Rights ✓

What is the primary purpose of the Declaration of Independence?

A. To establish a new constitution
B. To declare war on France
C. To announce the colonies' independence from Britain ✓
D. To create a new system of government

Which individuals contributed to the drafting of the Declaration of Independence besides Thomas
Jefferson?

A. Alexander Hamilton
B. John Adams ✓
C. Benjamin Franklin ✓
D. Roger Sherman ✓

Evaluate the impact of the Declaration of Independence on American democracy. How does it
continue to influence the United States today?
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The Declaration laid the foundation for American democracy by establishing principles of equality
and individual rights. It continues to influence U.S. law and policy, serving as a symbol of freedom
and a reference point for civil rights movements.

Which philosophical foundation of the Declaration of Independence justifies the right to overthrow a
government?

A. Utilitarianism
B. Right to Revolution ✓
C. Divine Right
D. Federalism

Which of the following are considered natural rights according to the Declaration of Independence?

A. Life ✓
B. Property
C. Liberty ✓
D. Pursuit of Happiness ✓

Describe the process by which the Declaration of Independence was drafted and adopted. Who were
the key figures involved, and what were their contributions?

The drafting process involved a committee including Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston. Jefferson wrote the initial draft, which was then
revised by the committee and Congress before adoption on July 4, 1776.

Which of the following best describes the Declaration of Independence's view on government
power?

A. Governments are inherently tyrannical
B. Governments derive their power from the consent of the governed ✓
C. Governments should be led by a monarchy
D. Governments should not interfere in economic matters

What were some of the consequences of the Declaration of Independence for the American
colonies?

A. Immediate peace with Britain
B. Increased unity among the colonies ✓
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C. International recognition of sovereignty ✓
D. Economic sanctions from Britain ✓

Critically assess the role of the Declaration of Independence in shaping the identity of the United
States. How does it serve as a symbol of liberty and justice?

The Declaration is central to U.S. identity, embodyING ideals of freedom and equality. It serves as a
symbol of the nation's commitment to these principles and has been invoked in various struggles
for justice and civil rights.

Which of the following best summarizes the philosophical basis for the Declaration of
Independence?

A. Theocracy
B. Enlightenment ideals ✓
C. Marxism
D. Feudalism

What were some of the powers claimed by the independent states in the Declaration of
Independence?

A. Establish commerce ✓
B. Impose martial law
C. Form alliances ✓
D. Regulate education

Reflect on the lasting legacy of the Declaration of Independence. In what ways has it shaped modern
democratic principles and human rights?

The Declaration's emphasis on equality and individual rights has influenced democratic principles
worldwide, inspiring movements for human rights and self-determination. Its legacy endures in the
ongoing pursuit of liberty and justice globally.
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