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What were the main reasons for the failure of the French attempt to construct the Panama Canal?

The main reasons for the failure of the French attempt to construct the Panama Canal were
engineering difficulties, the high incidence of diseases such as malaria and yellow fever, and
significant financial mismanagement.

In what ways did the construction and operation of the Panama Canal affect the local communities
in Panama?

The construction and operation of the Panama Canal affected local communities in Panama by
displacing indigenous populations, changing local economies, introducing health issues due to
labor conditions, and providing some job opportunities and infrastructure improvements.

How did the Panama Canal Expansion Project change the dynamics of international shipping?
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The expansion allowed for the passage of New Panamax ships, which are much larger than the
previous Panamax vessels, thereby increasing shipping capacity and reducing transportation
costs.

Discuss the impact of the Panama Canal on global trade and shipping routes.

The Panama Canal has had a profound impact on global trade by allowing ships to transit
between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans more quickly, thus facilitating international commerce
and altering shipping routes.

What was the name of the first ship to officially transit the Panama Canal?

SS Ancon ✓
USS Maine
RMS Titanic
HMS Beagle

The first ship to officially transit the Panama Canal was the SS Ancon, which completed its journey on
August 15, 1914. This marked a significant milestone in maritime history, showcasing the canal's
engineering achievements and its impact on global shipping routes.

Which of the following were major challenges faced during the construction of the Panama Canal?
(Select all that apply)

Landslides ✓
Earthquakes
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Diseases like malaria and yellow fever ✓
Lack of funding

The construction of the Panama Canal faced significant challenges including disease outbreaks, difficult
terrain, and engineering obstacles. These issues complicated the project and led to delays and increased
costs.

What year was the Panama Canal Expansion Project completed?

2006
2010
2016 ✓
2020

The Panama Canal Expansion Project, which significantly increased the canal's capacity by adding a
new set of locks, was completed in 2016. This expansion allows larger ships, known as New Panamax
vessels, to transit the canal.

How many sets of locks are there in the Panama Canal?

One
Two
Three ✓
Four

The Panama Canal has a total of three sets of locks that facilitate the passage of ships between the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

Which treaties are associated with the Panama Canal? (Select all that apply)

Hay-Banau-Varilla Treaty ✓
Torrijos-Carter Treaties ✓
Treaty of Tordesillas
Treaty of Paris

The treaties associated with the Panama Canal include the Hay-Banau-Varilla Treaty and the Torrijos-
Carter Treaties. These agreements were crucial in establishing U.S. control over the canal and later in
transferring its control to Panama.

What are the names of the lock systems in the Panama Canal? (Select all that apply)
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Gatún ✓
Miraflores ✓
Pedro Miguel ✓
Balboa

The Panama Canal features three main lock systems: the Gatún Locks, the Pedro Miguel Locks, and the
Miraflores Locks. These locks are essential for raising and lowering ships between the different water
levels of the canal.

What year did the Panama Canal officially open?

1894
1904
1914 ✓
1924

The Panama Canal officially opened on August 15, 1914, marking a significant achievement in
engineering and global trade by connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

What were some of the political implications of the Panama Canal? (Select all that apply)

Strengthened U.S. influence in Latin America ✓
Enhanced Panama's sovereignty post-1999 ✓
Led to the decline of European colonial powers
Caused a global economic depression

The Panama Canal significantly influenced U.S. foreign policy, enhanced military mobility, and shifted
global trade routes, leading to increased American intervention in Latin America.

What is the primary water source for the Panama Canal?

Pacific Ocean
Atlantic Ocean
Gatún Lake ✓
Panama River

The primary water source for the Panama Canal is Gatún Lake, which was created by damming the
Chagres River. This lake provides the necessary water for the canal's locks and operations.
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Which engineering feats were necessary for the construction of the Panama Canal? (Select all that
apply)

Building an artificial waterway ✓
Constructuring a series of locks ✓
Creating a dam for Gatún Lake ✓
Developping nuclear power plants

The construction of the Panama Canal required significant engineering feats including the creation of
locks, excavation of the Culebra Cut, and the management of water flow through the Gatún Lake and
Dam.

Which country gained full control of the Panama Canal in 1999?

United States
Colombia
Panama ✓
Costa Rica

In 1999, Panama regained full control of the Panama Canal from the United States, which had
administered the canal since its completion in 1914. This transfer was part of the Torrijos-Carter Treaties
signed in 1977.

What are some of the economic impacts of the Panama Canal? (Select all that apply)

Reduces maritime travel time ✓
Increases Panama's revenue through tolls ✓
Decreases global trade
Provides jobs in the shipping industry ✓

The Panama Canal significantly reduces shipping times and costs, enhances global trade efficiency, and
generates substantial revenue for Panama through tolls and related economic activities.

Which country initially attempted to construct the Panama Canal before the United States?

Spain
France ✓
United Kingdom
Germany
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France was the country that initially attempted to construct the Panama Canal before the United States
took over the project. The French effort, led by Ferdinand de Lesseps, ultimately failed due to
engineering challenges and high mortality rates from disease.

Explain the significance of the Torrijos-Carter Treaties in the history of the Panama Canal.

The Torrijos-Carter Treaties, signed in 1977, were significant because they set the framework for
the transfer of control of the Panama Canal from the United States to Panama, culminating in full
Panamanian control by the end of 1999.

Describe the environmental concerns associated with the Panama Canal and its operations.

The environmental concerns associated with the Panama Canal and its operations include
deforestation, disruption of local ecosystems, water pollution from shipping activities, and
changes to water flow and sedimentation patterns affecting biodiversity.

Which treaty facilitated the construction of the Panama Canal by the United States?

Treaty of Versailles
Hay-Banau-Varilla Treaty ✓
Panama Canal Treaty
Monroe Doctrine

The Hay-Buneau-Varilla Treaty, signed in 1903, granted the United States control over the Panama
Canal Zone, facilitating its construction.
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