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Which of the following is an example of an oxymoron?

A. Sweet sorrow ✓
B. Silent whisper
C. Endless night
D. Loud thunder

Which of the following is an oxymoron?

A. Bittersweet
B. Silent scream ✓
C. Fast runner
D. Bright light

Which of these phrases is NOT an oxymoron?

A. Living dead
B. Open secret
C. Pretty ugly
D. Gentile breeze ✓

Which of the following phrases are oxymorons? (Select all that apply)

A. Deafening silence ✓
B. Jumbo shrimp ✓
C. Dry water
D. Peaceful war ✓

In which of the following contexts are oxymorons most commonly used?
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A. Scientific reports
B. Legal documents
C. Poetry and literature ✓
D. Instruction manuals

Which of the following are common examples of oxymorons? (Select all that apply)

A. Bittersweet ✓
B. Living dead ✓
C. Cold heat
D. Old news ✓

Explain why the phrase "bittersweet" is considered an oxymoron.

The phrase "bittersweet" is an oxymoron because it juxtaposes two opposing feelings: bitterness
and sweetness.

Provide an example of an oxymoron you might use in everyday conversation and explain its
meaning.

An example of an oxymoron is "deafening silence." It refers to a silence that is so profound that it
feels loud or overwhelming.

Discuss how oxymorons can enhance the emotional impact of a poem.

Oxymorons enhance the emotional impact of a poem by juxtaposing contradictory terms, which can
evoke complex feelings and highlight the paradoxes of life, ultimately enriching the reader's
understanding and emotional response.

Analyze the use of oxymorons in a specific literary work of your choice. How do they contribute to
the overall theme?

In Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet," the use of oxymorons such as 'bittersweet' and 'deafening
silence' emphasizes the conflicting emotions of love and hate, illustrating the theme of the duality of
human experience.

What effects can oxymorons have on a reader? (Select all that apply)
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A. Confusion
B. Engagement ✓
C. Clarity
D. Reflection ✓

What is an oxymoron?

A. A figure of speech with contradictory terms ✓
B. A type of metaphor
C. A lengthy narrative poem
D. A synonym for irony

What is the primary purpose of using oxymorons in literature?

A. To confuse the reader
B. To create a humorous effect
C. To highlight contradictions and provoke thought ✓
D. To simplify complex ideas

Create your own oxymoron and explain the thought process behind it.

Silent thunder.

Which of the following is a key characteristic of an oxymoron?

A. It uses hyperbole
B. It combines two opposing ideas ✓
C. It simplifies language
D. It is always humorous

Describe a situation in which using an oxymoron could add humor to a narrative.

Imagine a character at a family gathering trying to maintain peace, humorously declaring, 'This is a
wonderfully terrible dinner!' as food flies and arguments erupt, highlighting the absurdity of the
situation.
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Why might a writer choose to use an oxymoron? (Select all that apply)

A. To evoke emotion ✓
B. To simplify language
C. To create tension ✓
D. To add complexity ✓

In which scenarios might an author use an oxymoron? (Select all that apply)

A. To add dramatic effect ✓
B. To simplify complex ideas
C. To create a paradox ✓
D. To enhance humor ✓

Which phrase best exemplifies an oxymoron?

A. Free gift
B. Cold fire ✓
C. Heavy rain
D. Bright sun

Which literary works might contain oxymorons? (Select all that apply)

A. Shakespearean plays ✓
B. Scientific journals
C. Romantic poetry ✓
D. Mystery novels ✓
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