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Which period is considered the height of the Mayan Civilization?

Pre-Classic
Classic ✓
Post-Classic
Colonialist

The height of the Mayan Civilization is generally considered to be during the Classic Period, which lasted
from approximately 250 to 900 AD. This era was marked by significant advancements in architecture,
mathematics, astronomy, and the arts.

Analyze the impact of European contact on the Mayan civilization.

European contact led to significant cultural disruption, disease spread, and eventual
colonization, drastically altering Mayan society.

What was the primary staple crop of the Mayan civilization?

Wheat
Rice
Maize ✓
Potatoes
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The primary staple crop of the Mayan civilization was maize, also known as corn. It played a crucial role
in their diet, culture, and economy, serving as a fundamental food source and a key element in their
agricultural practices.

How did trade networks influence the Mayan economy and culture?

Trade networks facilitated the exchange of goods, ideas, and cultural practices, enriching Mayan
society and economy.

What were the key factors that led to the decline of the Mayan civilization?

Environmental degradation, warfare, and political instability were key factors in the decline of the
Mayan civilization.

Which modern-day country was NOT part of the Mayan civilization?

Mexico
Guatemala
Peru ✓
Belize

The Mayan civilization primarily encompassed areas in present-day Mexico, Guatemala, Belize,
Honduras, and El Salvador. Therefore, countries like Colombia or Peru were not part of the Mayan
civilization.
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Which Mayan god was associated with rain?

Kukulkan
Itzamna
Chaac ✓
Ix Chel

The Mayan god associated with rain is Chaac, who was also linked to thunder and agriculture. He played
a crucial role in the Mayan belief system, as rain was vital for their crops and survival.

What is the Mayan writing system primarily composed of?

Alphabetic letters
Hieroglyphs ✓
Pictographs
Cuneiform

The Mayan writing system is primarily composed of hieroglyphs, which are symbols representing sounds,
words, or concepts. This complex system includes logograms and syllabic signs used to convey
information in their inscriptions and codices.

Describe the significance of the Mayan calendar and its impact on their society.

The Mayan calendar was crucial for agricultural, religious, and ceremonial events, reflecting their
advanced understanding of astronomy and timekeeping.

Explain the role of astronomy in Mayan religious practices and daily life.
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Astronomy guided religious ceremonies and agricultural cycles, influencing the timing of rituals
and planting seasons.

Discuss the architectural features that are characteristic of Mayan pyramids and temples.

Mesoamerican pyramids and temples often featured steep steps, elaborate carvins, and were
aligned with celestial events.

Which deities were worshipped by the Mayans? (Select all that apply)

Zeus
Itzamna ✓
Kukulkan ✓
Chaac ✓

The Mayans worshipped a variety of deities, including Itzamna, Kukulkan, and Chaac, each representing
different aspects of life and nature. Their pantheon was rich and complex, reflecting their agricultural
society and cosmology.

Which crops were commonly cultivated by the Mayans? (Select all that apply)

Maize ✓
Beans ✓
Cacao ✓
Wheat
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The Mayans commonly cultivated crops such as maize (corn), beans, squash, and cacao, which were
essential to their diet and culture.

Which of the following were Mayan achievements? (Select all that apply)

Development of the wheel
Advanced astronomy ✓
Hieroglyphic writing ✓
Construction of pyramids ✓

The Mayans achieved significant advancements in various fields, including mathematics, astronomy, and
architecture, as well as the development of a complex writing system and calendar. Their contributions
laid the groundwork for future civilizations in Mesoamerica.

Which of the following were important Mayan cities? (Select all that apply)

Copán ✓
Palenque ✓
Athens
Tikal ✓

Important Mayan cities include Tikal, Palenque, and Copán, which were significant centers of culture,
politics, and trade in the ancient Maya civilization.

What roles were part of the Mayan social structure? (Select all that apply)

Kings ✓
Nobles ✓
Priests ✓
Samurai

The Mayan social structure included various roles such as nobles, priests, warriors, merchants, and
farmers, each contributing to the society's hierarchy and function.

Which of the following was a major Mayan city?

Machu Picchu
Tikal ✓
Teotihuacan
Cusco
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The major Mayan city of Tikal is known for its impressive pyramids and temples, showcasing the
architectural and cultural achievements of the Maya civilization.

What are some reasons for the decline of the Mayan civilization? (Select all that apply)

Environmental changes ✓
Spanish conquest
Internal strife ✓
Industrialization

The decline of the Mayan civilization can be attributed to a combination of factors including
environmental degradation, prolonged drought, warfare, and social upheaval.

Which of the following is a significant archaeological site of the Mayans?

Stonehenge
Chichen Itza ✓
Petra
Angkor Wat

One of the most significant archaeological sites of the Mayans is Tikal, located in present-day
Guatemala. It is renowned for its impressive temples, palaces, and the rich history it represents within the
Mayan civilization.

What mathematical concept did the Mayans develop independently?

Negative numbers
Pi
Zero ✓
Infinity

The Mayans independently developed the concept of zero as a placeholder in their numeral system,
which was a significant advancement in mathematics.
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