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Which explorer is credited with discovering the Americas in 1492?

Amerigo Vespucci
Ferdinand Magellan
Vasco da Gama
Christopher Columbus ✓

Christopher Columbus is widely recognized for his voyage in 1492 that led to the European awareness of
the Americas. His expeditions marked the beginning of widespread European exploration and
colonization of the continent.

Who was the first European to reach India by sea?

Christopher Columbus
Vasco da Gama ✓
John Cabot
Ferdinand Magellan

Vasco da Gama was the first European to reach India by sea, successfully arriving in Calicut in 1498. His
voyage marked a significant milestone in the Age of Discovery, establishing a sea route from Europe to
Asia.

Which European countries were leading powers during the Age of Exploration? (Select all that
apply)

Spain ✓
Italy
England ✓
Portugal ✓

During the Age of Exploration, the leading European powers included Spain, Portugal, England, France,
and the Netherlands. These nations were instrumental in overseas exploration, colonization, and trade
expansion during the 15th to 17th centuries.
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Which treaty divided the newly discovered lands outside Europe between Spain and Portugal?

Treaty of Versailles
Treaty of Paris
Treaty of Westphalia
Treaty of Tordesillas ✓

The Treaty of Tordesillas, signed in 1494, was an agreement between Spain and Portugal that divided
newly discovered lands outside Europe along a meridian 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde islands.

What was the primary motivation for European nations to explore new trade routes?

Scientific curiosity
Economic gain ✓
Diplomatic relations
Military conquest

European nations were primarily motivated to explore new trade routes to access valuable resources and
goods, such as spices, silk, and precious metals, which would enhance their wealth and power.

What was the primary impact of European diseases on indigenous populations in the Americas?

Cultural assimilation
Devasting population decline ✓
Technological advancement
Population growth

The primary impact of European diseases on indigenous populations in the Americas was a dramatic
decline in their population due to lack of immunity, leading to widespread mortality and societal
disruption.

Which explorer's expedition was the first to circumnavigate the globe?

Vasco da Gama
Christopher Columbus
John Cabot
Ferdinand Magellan ✓

Ferdinand Magellan's expedition, which began in 1519 and concluded in 1522, was the first to
successfully circumnavigate the globe, although Magellan himself did not survive the entire journey.
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Which of the following were motivations for the Age of Exploration? (Select all that apply)

Economic gain ✓
Scientific research
Political expansion ✓
Religious conversion ✓

The Age of Exploration was driven by various motivations including the pursuit of new trade routes, the
desire for wealth, the spread of Christianity, and the quest for knowledge and adventure.

Explain how the Treaty of Tordesillas impacted the exploration and colonization efforts of Spain and
Portugal.

The Treaty of Tordesillas, signed in 1494, established a demarcation line that granted Spain the
rights to explore and colonize lands west of the line, while Portugal received rights to the east.
This agreement facilitated the expansion of both empires by clarifying territorial claims, leading
to increased exploration and colonization efforts in the Americas by Spain and in Africa and Asia
by Portugal.

Analyze the effects of the Columbian Exchange on both the Old World and the New World.

The effects of the Columbian Exchange included the introduction of new crops like potatoes and
maize to Europe, which improved diets and population growth, while the New World experienced
the introduction of European livestock and diseases that devastated indigenous populations.
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How did advancements in navigation technology contribute to the success of the Age of
Exploration?

The success of the Age of Exploration was significantly enhanced by advancements in navigation
technology.

What were the long-term impacts of the Age of Exploration on global cultural exchanges?

The long-term impacts of the Age of Exploration on global cultural exchanges include the
establishment of trade networks, the diffusion of crops and livestock (Columbian Exchange), the
spread of Christianity, and the blending of cultures through colonization and migration.

Discuss the economic theory of mercantilism and how it influenced European exploration and
colonization.
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Mercantilism posited that a nation's strength was directly related to its wealth, primarily
measured in gold and silver. This theory drove European nations to explore new territories,
establish colonies, and control trade routes to maximize their resources and economic power.

Describe the role of the caravel in the success of European explorers during the Age of Exploration.

The caravel played a crucial role in the success of European explorers by providing them with a
fast, agile, and versatile vessel that could sail against the wind and explore unchartered waters.

Which ship design was crucial for the Age of Exploration due to its speed and maneuverability?

Galleon
Frigate
Dhow
Caravel ✓

The caravel was a crucial ship design during the Age of Exploration, known for its speed and
maneuverability, which allowed explorers to navigate unchartered waters effectively.

What were some consequences of European colonization for indigenous populations? (Select all
that apply)

Cultural exchange ✓
Economic prosperity
Colonization and exploitation ✓
Introduction of new diseases ✓

European colonization led to significant negative impacts on indigenous populations, including loss of
land, exposure to new diseases, cultural assimilation, and violent conflicts.

Which continent was mistakenly thought to be Asia by early explorers?

Africa
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North America ✓
South America
Australia

Early explorers mistakenly thought that the continent of North America was part of Asia due to the close
proximity and similarities in geography. This misconception persisted until further exploration and
mapping clarified the distinctions between the two continents.

Which technological advancements facilitated the Age of Exploration? (Select all that apply)

Steam engine
Astrolabe ✓
Caravel ✓
Compass ✓

The Age of Exploration was significantly enhanced by advancements such as the compass, astrolabe,
and improved ship designs like the caravel, which allowed for better navigation and longer sea voyages.

Which explorers were associated with the discovery of the New World? (Select all that apply)

Christopher Columbus ✓
Vasco da Gama
John Cabot ✓
Amerigo Vespucci ✓

The explorers most commonly associated with the discovery of the New World include Christopher
Columbus, John Cabot, and Amerigo Vespucci. Their voyages in the late 15th and early 16th centuries
played significant roles in the European awareness and subsequent colonization of the Americas.

What were some of the impacts of the Age of Exploration on global trade? (Select all that apply)

Establishment of new trade routes ✓
Rise of a global economy ✓
Decrease in cultural exchange
Decline in European wealth

The Age of Exploration significantly expanded global trade networks, leading to the exchange of goods,
cultures, and ideas between Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas. It also resulted in the establishment
of colonial economies and the rise of mercantilism.
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